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University Press since 1904

• A ‘Department’ of UK’s largest 

research intensive university

• Peer-reviewed books and 

journals in the Humanities and 

Social Sciences

• Global author and customer 

base 

10% UoM author base

50%+ non-UK authors

200+ books per 

year 25-30 OA books a 

year

Manchester University Press



Environment

Key Trends and Market Drivers 

• The decline of the print monograph

• The move from print to digital

• The need for improved discoverability

• The need for better understanding of the 

customer/user

• The increasing demand for open access



Responses

• Continued to improve our core offering – better 

books, improved look,  more customer focused 

and market oriented approach, better data, 

better systems

• Continued to engage with OA – we are the 

biggest UP OA book publisher

• Took back control of our digital business and 

developed it, delivered two new publishing 

platforms





History of Open Access books





2019 - 180 books

2016 - 400K full-text 

downloads (OAPEN)

450K full-text (openhive)

14 months

200 countries

Open Access Statistics



Downloads since launch







manchesteropenhive.com

• Increasing usage – outside OAPEN

• More complete reporting/tracking

• Driving cross-site traffic

• Institutional offers and promotion

• Individual offers and promotion

• Full ebook collection, plus journal functionality

• Attracting requests to publish and host other OA output



Where next?

• Certainty in the direction of travel

• Uncertainty in the policies, sources of funding, 

timing and breadth of application, 

implementation details…

• Significant changes likely on the horizon for the 

future of the institutional library subscription for 

journals and other digital content



Our future relationship with the 

University

• Engaging with the issues confronting the 

University – especially around OA

• Read and Publish arrangements, extending our 

platforms, hosting non MUP OA

• Working more closely with other parts of the 

University (Cultural Institutions; Whitworth 

Gallery, Manchester Museum, Art Gallery, 

Jodrell Bank Observatory)



Example 1:  Network neutrality

• Total downloads: 5,000

• Very hot topic in the US

• Spike before FCC 

ruling (December 2017)
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North American Usage 



Example 2: The metamorphosis of 

Autism

• Medical history monograph

• c. 2,000 downloads since 

February 2017

• Usage continues to increase

• C. 160 downloads per month

• Hardback sold £25



Example 3: Go Home?

• Trade book on immigration policy

• 8,424 downloads since March 
2017

• Spike in Autumn 2018, link to the 
Yellow Vest movement?
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